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Evolution and Prospect of Urban Ethnic Work in China

ZHENG Xin-zhe
( The Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 10086)

Abstract In a unified multi-ethnic country ethnic issues are closely linked to the overall situation of
national development and ethnic work is an overall task to coordinate ethnic relations and solve problems
relating to ethnic issues. In China the work on dispersed and scattered inhabited ethnic residents is an
important part of the work of the overall ethnic work and the Party and the state also attach great importance
to the work of these ethnic residents and have formulated many relevant policies and regulations to ensure
such ethnic residents dispersed living in various places can enjoy their equal rights. The new era witnessed
acceleration of the urbanization process of our country the rapid increasing of urban ethnic population and
the increasing proportion of urban ethnic residents. While on the one hand it has accelerated the frequency of
contact among ethnic groups and expanded the opportunities for interaction and exchange among each other on
the other hand it has also shown diversification tendency of the influencing factors addressing urban ethnic
relation issues. As increasing number of frictions and disputes involving ethnic factors the ethnic work in
urban cities has become even more complicated. Urban ethnic work presents characteristics of expanding
regions diversified objects and intensified workload which indicates that in the new era of ethnic work the
importance of urban ethnic work is also strengthened and it is only possible to fulfil in overall ethnic work in
the future as far as urban ethnic work is well-managed. Under the guidance of the socialist ideology with
Chinese characteristics in the new era we should keep pace with the times attempt innovations in mentality
thinking and mechanisms and constantly promote the work of urban ethnic groups so that cities can better
embrace the population of migrating ethnic population so as to achieve common unity and progress among all
ethnic groups and common development and prosperity of the whole society.

Key words urban ethnic work; dispersed living; cross region mobility; common development

and prosperity
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