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MARXIST CLASSICAL THEORY ON THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN BIG AND SMALL NATIONALITIES
Wang Xien

Abstract: Vladimir Lenin and Stalin left a lot of writings on the issue of ecriticizing "two na-
tionalisms", which became the classic exposition of Marxism’s understanding and dealing with the
relationship between large and small nationalities. In Lenin’s theoretical system, the issue of grand
nationalism and local nationalism involve not only ethnic relationship but also relationship between
the Soviet Union and other socialism countries. Stalin had a lot of theoretical contributions in opposing
the two nationalisms, but he disagreed with Lenin in the specific discussion. Stalin’s discourse on
the two nationalisms gradually reduced and disappeared after the 1930s, and "nationalism" has
largely become his "Cudgel" to suppress political opponents. The classic writer's argument against
the two nationalisms is also an important part of their theory of national construction because both
Lenin’s and Stalin’s accounts of the two nationalisms are linked to the Soviet state construction.
The state construction of the Soviet Union was a failure in the end. From the national perspective,
there were some reasons for the weakness of opposing the two nationalisms, as well as its inherent
and intractable structural difficulties. We must study Lenin and Stalin’s theory of two nationalisms
with a holistic view, we must not only focus on the great significance of the theory for the relationship
between large and small nationalities, but also see through this relationship the complexity and arduous-
ness of multi—ethnic country construction, especially the construction of a large multi—ethnic country.

Keywords: Marxism; Nationalism; Ethnic issues; Multi—ethnic country construction
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