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The Formation and Innovation of the Concept of “Strengthening the

Consciousness of the Chinese National Community ”
HE Xingiang
( Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 102488)

Abstract  “Solidifying the Consciousness of Chinese National Community ” is the innovative
development of CPC ethnic theory keeping abreast with the times. In terms of theoretical significance it is an
important part of Xi Jinping thought on socialism with Chinese characteristics for the new era and it is the
principal line of the party’ s ethnic work in the new era. In order to comprehensively and deeply understand
this important concept the author reviewed the “Consciousness of the Chinese National Community” since it
was proposed in 2014 and the previous discussions of President Xi Jinping on “Strengthening the
Consciousness of the Chinese National Community” since the 18th CPC National Congress. The process of its
gradual formation and development can be summarized as follows: the changes from “firmly establishing” and
“actively cultivating” its consciousness to the “solidifying” consciousness of the Chinese national community
to the expression of the “principal line” can reflect the gradual enhancement of its importance. On the basis of
clarifying the importance of the concept of “strengthening the consciousness of the Chinese national
community”  the author explains the significance of building the consciousness of the spiritual community with
“spiritual strength” “national unity ” and “the foundation of national unity”: firstly the common
consciousness of the Chinese nation stems from the excellent traditional culture and spirit of ancient China and
adapts to the new era. As a scientific and advanced social consciousness it plays a strong role in promoting
national unity social stability and long—term national peace and stability. Secondly one of the main goals of
strengthening the consciousness of the Chinese national community is to maintain national unity. Unification is
the ideal and goal for both Han and ethnic groups since the Qin and Han dynasties in China’ s long history.
Firmly establishing national identity in the new stage of development to achieve long—term peace and stability
remains the top priority of ethnic work. Finally the awareness of the Chinese ethnic community is positive and
causal related to national unity and common prosperity and development: the stronger the awareness of the
community the higher the level of unity and concerted efforts of all ethnic groups and the higher the level of
common prosperity and development.

Key words Chinese National Community consciousness; ethnic work; ethnic unity; ethnic theory
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