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Rethinking What is China from a Different Perspective:
From the Great Unification View to the State—nation Theory

ZHANG Ji—jiao, LIU Yun—guang

(Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ,
Beijing 100081, China; School of Social Research , Renmin University of China,
Beijing 100872, China; Teaching and Research Department of Ethnic Theory and
Policy, Party School of Inner Mongolia , Hohhot Inner Mongolia 010070, China)

[Abstract] With the continuous deepening of the construction of the Chinese national community,
the Chinese national consciousness of subjectivity is reiterated in the question of what is China. Com-
pared with the national narrative of modern Western politics, contemporary China has achieved a funda-
mental shift in the logic of knowledge in its expression of national identity, from the nation—state based
on physical political ethnicity to the great unification based on an integrated historical process. As the es-
sential core of the community, the significance of traditional China in the national construction of mod-
ern China is further highlighted. Adhering to the concept of community politics, the CPC overcame the
dual crisis of politics and society with a thorough revolution, and achieved dual achievements in state
construction and national construction. The concept of great unification has become a supportive concept
of Chinese characteristics with its long history. However, in terms of political communication and dis-
course refutation, facing the modern knowledge tradition of nation—state, great unification still cannot
accurately express and convey the development logic of Chinese politics as a unique modern political
process. Using the theory of state—nation to express the concept of great unification, using great unifi-
cation to refer to the overall form of modern Chinese politics and society, and demonstrating the trans-
formation process of this concept in history and theory.

[Key words] Great Unification; State—nation; What is China; Chinese National Community
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