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Reflections on the Relationship Between Chinese Culture and Various

Ethnic Cultures
—Based on the "State—Nation" Theory

WU Yue ZHANG Ji~jiao

Abstract:In the contemporary context of strengthening the consciousness of Chinese national community, the relationship between
Chinese culture and the cultures of various ethnic groups can be fundamentally distilled as the dialectical unity of "national culture"
and "ethnic cultures".Within the theoretical framework of the "state —nation" paradigm, Chinese culture, as the backbone of the
national cultural system, guides the development of diverse ethnic cultures through a "primary —subordinate integration" logic. The
former establishes the enduring continuity of civilization by providing the core national ethos, while the latter contributes dynamic
elements for innovation and evolution through distinctive ethnic characteristics. Together, they constitute a developmental framework
where the "trunk" offers guidance, and the "branches and leaves" thrive, ensuring the robust subjectivity of Chinese culture as well
as its openness and inclusiveness. Ultimately, this dynamic embodies the cultural essence of the Chinese national community.
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