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A Structural View of History: A New Interpretation of Boas School

LIU Hai-tao
( Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100081)

Abstract In academic circle it is a generally acknowledged that Boas school advocates historical
approach and opposes analytical method in studying the cultural history of a particular ethnic group. Hence it
is also called the School of Historical Particularism or Cultural-historical School. In fact there has always
been a tension between Boas School and historical studies and its anti-history tendency reflects a special view
of history in the perspective of structure. This paper tries to make an in-depth study to provide a new
perspective for the interpretation of Boas School.
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